PREFACE.

. 'Phe first volume of the District Manual of Seuth Kanara
was compiled by Mr. Johu Starrock, L.C.S., and published in
1894, Mr. Sturreck had been connected with the district from
Febraary 1866, within a few weeks of his landing in India as
Agssistant Colleator, till the end of August 1872. He wérs then
twansferred to the Seeretariat at Madras where he was also
| Kanarese Translator to Government on two occasions, which
| shows that he had a very good knowledge of one of the pri;;ci,—
psl langmages of the district. A few years later (1880) he
camme back to South Kamars as Commissioner to settle the
 “houndary betweem this district and Mysore, and he was then
(April 1881) posted as the Collestor of the district and held
oharge. of the district till June 1884. In 1887 he was appointed
Commissioner a second time to settle finally the boundary be-
tween South Kanars and Mysore. He had to leave South
Kanara soon after when he became a Member of the Board of
Revenue, retiring eventually as its First Member in December
1898. He had during his long connection with South Kanara
acqun'ed a thorough knewledge of the district, its hlstory and
its people, notwlﬂistan&mg his numerous and exactmg dut‘les
as the Chiet Revenue Officer and Magistrate and President of
the District Board. HlS book contains only five chapters and
&ea.ls Wl%’fl the physical features of the distriot, its pohtmal
]ilstory, people, agriculture and land revenue administration.
The volume therefore required to be supplemented and
Mr. H. A. (later Sir Harold) Stuart, 1.C.S. , after the censug of
ISQI of which he was the Supermtendent comptIed the nexﬁ
volume and pubhshed it in 1895. This second volume TUng
into- twenty-one chaptérs and containg & mass of staﬁlstlcs
which are generally relegated to a special volume sincé the -
Government of India’s orders of 1963 an the swb;ect of
compHafion of Distriet Gazetteers.

9. Phese orders * eontain general instruetions for the re-wrr&-
mg of District Manuals and for compiling G:are’ﬁﬁeers for ail?
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the districts in this Presidency_except Madras. They say in
effect that the District Manuals had become largely obsolete
within a few years of thelr pubhca.tlon contammg as they did
not OnIy matter of a more or less perma.nent character such ag
physical characteristics, history, religion, ethnography but also
statistical matters which soon be¢ame out of date:. The Govern-
mient of India, therefore, decided that the District Gazetteers of
the futute should each consist of two volumes, A and B, the A
volumie contammg only descnptwe matter and such general
ﬁgures as mlghﬁ beé necessary to explain the text, the arrange-
inent of the subjeots foIIownrg the order prescribed in the
provineial articles in the Imperlal Gazetteer of India, all detail-
éd statistics ﬁndmg place in the B-volume. They also decided
that the B volume should be recompiled penodwa.]ly especially
after each decenmal census, that they ghould be expa.nded by
the inclusion of any matters that might be necessary to correct
or supplement the A volume and that this procedure should
éontinue until the time came for revising the A volume when.
all or most of the supplementary text should be incorporated
in the A volume.

8. Gazetteers of the type pbﬁteiﬁplated in theSe orders
“were issued between 1905-07 for the districts of Vizagapatam,
Gadavari, Bellary, Anantapur, South Arcot, Tanjore, Trichi-
nepoly, Madura and. the Nilgiris' These were edited by
Mr. W. Franeis, 1.C.S., with the late Mr. F. R. Hemingway asg
assistant, the latter belng the ‘author . of . the Gazetteers of
Tanjore and (East) Goda.va,n The Gazetteers for a few other
tzll_st‘nct_s were pubh_shed la.ter—-Malaba.r (by Mr. F. B. Evans,
1.08) in 1915, Tinnevelly (by Mr. H.R.Pate, 1.0S.) in
1914, ~Cuddapah (by Mr. C. F. Brackenbury, ICS) in 1914
i and Salem in two parts. (by Mr. F. J. Rlehards IOS) in
1918

. 4. The la.te Mr J. J Gotton, L.C.S., was. placed on specml
duty in 1926 to write A volumes of Ga.zetteersv. for Nellore;
Chingleput, Kurnool, Ganjam, North Arcot, Kistna, Guntdr,
(West) Godavari, Chittoor and-Ramnad.for the first six of which:
Manuals had Jeen compiled several years before, and B volumes
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for all’ the-districts.in the Presidency except Madras. The
questien-of_ _wl_:iting;_A;volumes for the -districts of Coimbatore
and South Kanara which-had Manuals that had been revised or
supplemented later was then under contemplation. Mr. Cotton
~ died about a year later, and Government dropped their: scheme
for writing A volumes for the above distriets and decided to
publish B volumes for all the districts and to complete the A
volume for Nellore which had been started by Mr, Cotton. B
volumes for all the dl.stmets were published between 1928-30
containing census.statistios of 1921 among others and -another
set of B-volumes embodymg census figures for 1931 and other
statistics of later years, was p'ublished. betweéen 1932-85. -'» :

5 There ig thus for South Kanara no A volume of the
_type contemplated by the Government of Inam ] Orders of
11908.. Government finally decided that for the D1str10’o
Manuals of South XKanara and Cmmbatore supplements shoulé_

be prepa.red containing addltmns and a,ltera.tlons to the text
in the Manuals, and included as a sort of a.ppend1x to their B
volumes This explains why the -present volume includes a
supplement to both the District Manuals of South Kanara.
The alterations and additions made to the various chapters in
these volumes have been arranged in such a manner as to be
useful to any future compiler of a District Gazetteer for South
Kanara on the standard plan. The chapier on Political
History and Archeeology written for his Manual by Mr, Sturrock
stops with researches in the district’s history made till about
1890. Since then the Government Epigraphical and Archaeo-
logical Departments and various students of history have been
-able to collect a mass of valuable material for supplementing
the political history of the district and of South India as a
whole. We have been able to obtain valuable help from
Dr. B. A. Saletore, m.a., pH.D., of Poona, who is a native
of South Kanara and has written a valuable book on Tuluva
History (South Kanara forms the southern portion of the

" Talu country) besides two volumes on Social and Political } - \

Life in the Vijayanagara Empire which held sway over the
district during the 14th, 15th and 16th cenfuries. |
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6. Ta the compilation of the supploment to the two
Digtrict Manuals much valuable belp has besn received from
“distriot officers and ‘non-official gentlemen.. It may appear
fnwvidious to mention names, sithough wherever possible special
‘mention in the form of foot-notes has been made, of the various
gentlemen who had helped in this work. In the oompilation
of notes of important plases for the faluk pazetteers with
higtorical events connested with them, that excellent school
history on the district in Kanarese by Mr. M. G. Aigal has
been freely used as its author has brought into his listle
book all the materials available in regard mot only to the
history of the district as a whole but to the variows okl chief-
taincies that comprised it. The compiler has been much
handlcapped in the arrangement of the matter in the form of
a supplement to the District Manuals but he has no doubt that
the materials will be found usefnl when Government orders at
8 future date the compxlatlon of a Gagetteer on the standard
p_la.n for the South Kanara district.



